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This is a sequel to Unusual Words (Word Ways 2008145) which examines words with single like letters 
having different pronunciations, thus being represented by different phonetic symbols. Arbitravy Words 
looks at words with two like bigrams which have different pronunciations and different phonetic symbols. 
ARBITMAY is one such word, the first AR being pronounced as the A in bgth, the second AR as the AR 
in arise. Words in which one of the two bigram letters is represented by the same phonetic symbol in both 
bigrams are not included. Thus the 0 s  in the TO bigrams in TORONTO are represented by different 
phonetic symbols, but the Ts are both represented by t, so Toronto cannot be included. I use the phonetics 
list of the Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd Edition and the words can be found therein. 
BIGRAMS 
AC 
Phonetic symbols: 
AG 
Phonetic symbols: 
vg1abonda2e  
AH 
Phonetic symbols: 
m1 a r a 2  
Al 
Phonetic symbols: 
ai1rmgi21 
- 
AW 
Phonetic symbols: 
arlbitrc?y 
- 
lam b z 4 d z 1  
2 3 4 akl(as in barracJ) eI (A, ate) Z k  (aconite) as (arduous) 
ac3urx4y 
- 
2 3 4 
sgl (aony)  1d3 (mptiq) ~ d 3  (agile) ag ( 3 0 )  
n g 3 y g 4 i t e  
1 2 ah (Oklahoma) a: (agal) 
1 &a (rare) el2 (A, ate) 
mg2den ha1r 
1 a? (gise) Zr3 (Arab) a4 (_alert) 5 a: (bath) gar (area) 
6 3: (call) 7 ba (daring) 
ar3istar1ch 
- bar1 bgr40us bar' bg5ian 
tzlt&ic war6fg7e wz6fa? i n 
AS 
1 2 4 Phonetic symbols: as (glace) o (haut-pas) as3 (arduous) €!IS (acer) (acid) 
6 7 8 e1z (lazy) Z z  (Aztec) a:S (cast) 
chas1selas2 d ias3t&e e l g 5 t s 4 e  g y m n ~ 6 i z 5 t  
phantas7EE3cope plas7mo b l s 8 t  
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AU 
Phonetic symbols: 
 pa^^' en 
Phonetic symbols: 
paw1aw2 
CE 
Phonetic symbols: 
pre~1dens2 
CH 
Phonetic symbols: 
sa@'lich2keit 
CI 
Phonetic symbols: 
ci l  sterci2an 
-
EA 
Phonetic symbols: 
El 
Phonetic symbols: 
tgil ngi2te 
Phonetic symbols: 
erlas& 
- 
ELI 
Phonetic symbols: 
eu1diplg2 ral 
- 
EY 
Phonetic symbols: 
eyl ey2 
1 2 
Q (odd) 3: (call) 
1 2 Q:W (Malawi) 3: (call) 
1 2 3 
si: (C, see) s (sag) S a  (subject) 
I i g 3  n g 2  
1 2 S I  (cedilla) 5 (&~op) k13 (ljd) S ~ I ~  (m) 
3 -4 mollusci =I de - ci1catria2al 
1 2 3 4 5 Ia  (hysteria) E (pet) &a (daring) a: (bath) i: (E, see) 
6 a (alert) 
hm2dwea3 r hear4tsz5se l g 2 d  b d t e r  
whea5tea1 r
1 2 
eI (A, ate) a a ~  (voltate) 
1 3 4 I T  (bereft) a2 (alert) 3: (ergot) ar (=or) 
er3gostg401 
- 
1 2 ju: (use) ua (assure) 
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GE 
Phonetic symbols: 
bugggr1agg2 
GY 
Phonetic symbols: 
gylnaecoloqJ 
B A 
Phonetic symbols: 
I E 
Phonetic symbols: 
esp$glerk2 
10 
Phonetic symbols: 
1. 2 radio lo dine 
IS 
Phonetic symbols: 
dhl advk2e 
NG 
Phonetic symbols: 
r a y 1  i m 2  
OA 
Phonetic symbols: 
coal - lboa2rd 
OE 
Phonetic symbols: 
s ~ '  tkoe2kie 
01 
Phonetic symbols: 
aval rd u pgi2s 
1 ga (ggzelle) d32 (giant) 
2 3 4 5 a la l  (hmbic) la (hystgria) LUa (lawan) a (alert) PE? (genethhlogy) 
a1&a6 (tkra) ja7 (yap) 8' (ballet) 
dh3gnostich4n dh3noh510gy dh6rk2l  
~&~stracci$ 
-2 3 4 .  . 5  jcl (ES) 1 (brasserie) 18 (hysteria) I (p!t) a :  (E, bjou) 
k k 3 r k 4  kk5wk4t  
1 3 Iau (audb) a1a2 (bn) a (alert) 
radklvisio)n 
1 2 
au (so) 38 (orient) 
1 2 
tJ (fully) U: (truce) 
1 2 a (alert) 31 (a l lg)  
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0s 
Phonetic symbols: 
os1mos2is 
- 
OU 
Phonetic symbols: 
OW 
Phonetic symbols: 
dwl nthrW2 
PS 
Phonetic symbols: 
~ ' e u d o c a r ~ ~  
SE 
Phonetic symbols: 
else1 wise2 
SI 
Phonetic symbols: 
ba bea1aa2s 
so 
Phonetic symbols: 
poi=' n g 2 m e  
SU 
Phonetic symbols: 
sul btreag2rer 
-
81 
Phonetic symbols: 
e ~ '  o I a ~ ' o  n
UE 
Phonetic symbols: 
s q ~ l  teague3 
1 2 3 4 5 au (out) a (alert) u (fully) U: (abstruse) 33 ( fad)  
6 7 
A (hump) ua (assure) 
1 3 4 .  5 
zar (presde) s12 (ad)  zI (bagl) s a ~  (s@) g (shop) 
phthia30gene~2s - si41e$an 
SA' (insult) 2 3a (freesia) 
1 2 j ~ : k  (minuet) the second UE in each word is silent 3 WE (web) 
s t a t d s q d  
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1 2 Phonetic symbols: zh (damsel) ZIa (zero) ks3 (six) 
xe' Or 
- roxe3d 
1 2 3 4 Phonetic symbols: a a  (zero) z (lens) sa (abject) Z (lens) 
ze ro ize2 - polize3rize4d 
Unusual Words revealed that a appears to top the list of phonetic symbols with regard to the number of 
different single letters of the alphabet that it can represent, namely A, E, I, 0 ,  U, Y and R. Examples are 
given for each of these letters, along with the word p ~ l y m g r o s o m ~ t g s  in which the letters 0, E and A 
are all represented by a, as also is the bigram OU. 
Arbitraly Words has now shown that there are bigrams other than OU that are represented by the symbol 
a. These can be found above in words listed under AR, EA, ER, IA, 10  and 01. This brings the (running?) 
total of a representations to 14: 7 single letters and 7 bigrams. 
A CHRISTMAS WISH 
SIMON and BRIDGET NIGHTINGALE 
Shetvsbury, United Kingdom 
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